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 Monday, July 13, 2026   6:00 PM               Board Room     
Government Operations Members: Chairperson Davis; Legislators Martinez, O'Connell, Hobart, Lucas, 
Legg  
 
PLEASE NOTE: No person shall be entitled to the privilege of the floor during any session of this Legislature 
unless a request therefore has been submitted prior to commencement of the meeting to a duly elected 
member of this body who represents the district in which the person making such request is a bonafide 
resident.  
  
 Call to Order 

Chairperson Davis called the meeting to order at 6: 18 p.m. and stated, " 
  
 Proposed Action Items: 

Chairperson Davis stated, “Tonight, we have the Director and the Deputy Director of Real Property Taxes 
with us, and, before we get into the resolutions, I'm gonna invite Director  Ward up to give us a quick 
update.”  
 
Mr. Ward stated, “I think I’m good to go tonight.  Um, I just wanted to, I’ll be back for the Finance 
Committee meeting, but, um, Mike, your question last month about the HVPA.”  
Legislator O’Connell stated, “Mute button.”  
 
Legislator Lennon stated, "Mute." 
  
Legislator Bulich stated, “No.  It’s on.”  
 
Legislator Legg stated, “No.  It’s on.  It’s on.  It’s red.”  
 
Mr. Hannahs stated, “Now it’s on.  You’re good.”  
 
Mr. Templeton stated, “Is it on? 
”  
Mr. Ward stated, “Can you hear me?  The HVPA, the Hudson Valley Power Authority, you  had asked 
some questions.  So, I contacted my counterparts in Ulster, Dutchess, and Orange counties, because 
those are, along with us, are the four biggest counties of the  eight counties of Central Hudson.  None of 
them have been asked, over the past two years about this from their Leg. or Board of Supervisors.  I did 
look at the Bills, or the Bill that Senator Hinchey has proposed.  It's been in Committee since January of 
‘25.  It was reintroduced again this year in January of ’26, and your specific question dealt with, would 
they pay taxes?  So, in the Bill, it's kind of contradictory language, but if you, if you're interested in reading 
the Bill, it's S2026-A is Hinchey’s Bill.  Section 1022-Q deals with the tax piece of this, as far as real 
property taxes go.  So, as a public power authority, they would be, or public authority, they'd be exempt 
from taxation and it's, it's declared that, and then under sub 2 of that, it goes on, 'the authority shall be 
required to pay no taxes, nor assessments.'  Then, item three, they contradict the whole first two 
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statements and say, ‘the authority shall make payments in lieu of taxes to municipalities and school 
districts equal to the taxes and assessments which would have been received from year to year by such 
jurisdiction.’  So, take it what it's at.  This is what the language of a 30-some-odd page Bill that I had to 
get to 25 to find taxes.  So, it's, it's back up over social media this week.  It's reared its ugly head.  The 
other four counties were surprised that there was an Open House held by Senator Hinchey in our County 
just that week before that you had mentioned.  They said there's been nothing going on down by them as 
far as they knew, so.”  
 
Legislator Lanuto stated, “Thank, thanks for looking into it, Ray.  I don't even know how to respond to 
that.”  
 
Mr. Ward stated, “It, it, it’s contradict-. “  
 
Legislator Lanuto stated. “I don't even think they know what's even, what they’re even put in the Bill.” 
  
Mr. Ward stated, “It's very contradictory language.  It makes it sound like, under statute, there are public 
authorities, so they're tax exempt and it goes on and talks about all taxes but then, you get to three, and it 
says they're gonna make PIL-, they said, two says that they will be allowed to make PILOTS, three says 
they shall make PILOTS.  I have no idea.  It’s all I can tell, all I can tell you.”  
 
Legislator Lanuto stated, “Thank you.”  
 
Mr. Ward stated, "No problem."  
 
Mr. Groden stated, “Ray, Ray, Ray, is there a twin Bill in the Assembly?”  
 
Mr. Ward stated, “Yes.  Assembly 2127-A from Shrestha.”  
 
Mr. Groden stated, “Thank you.”  
 
Chairperson Davis stated, “While we're on the subject of Central Hudson, I did read a report stating that 
New Yorkers are paying 70 percent more than the national average for electricity, and I got a letter last 
week, I should have brought it in, Central Hudson is going to be giving subsidies to some people, credits 
for their electricity.  So, that means the rest of us will be paying more to support that and those credits will 
be based on income.”   

 1. Authorizing An Extension To County Administrator's Current Term (Shaun S. Groden) 

Chairperson Davis stated, "I think we're going to have the full Committee?"  
 
A number of Legislators stated, "Yes."  
 
RESULT: Moved for Adoption 

MOVER: Legislator Daryl Legg                   

SECONDER: Legislator Harry Lennon 



AYES: Legislator Davis, Legislator Martinez, Legislator O'Connell, Legislator 
Hobart, Legislator Lucas, Legislator Legg, Legislator Luvera, Legislator 
Lennon 

NOES:  

ABSENT: Chairman Linger 

  
 2. Authorizing Chargeback Of Assessment Roll Related Services And Materials (2026 Final Rolls) 

Chairperson Davis stated, "We will have one due to absenteeism." 
 
RESULT: Moved for Adoption  

MOVER: Legislator Charles Martinez                   

SECONDER: Legislator Gregg Davis 

AYES: Legislator Davis, Legislator Martinez, Legislator O'Connell, Legislator 
Hobart, Legislator Lucas, Legislator Legg, Legislator Luvera, Legislator 
Lennon 

NOES:  

ABSENT: Chairperson Linger 

  
 Adjournment 

On motion made by Legislator O'Connell, seconded by Legislator Lennon, and unanimously approved, 
the meeting was adjourned at 6:23 p.m. 
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Resolution No.  
  

Authorizing An Extension To County Administrator's Current Term (Shaun 
S. Groden) 

 
WHEREAS, the Greene County Legislature adopted Resolution No. 255-24 on July 17th, 2024, 
authorizing a one-year extension to Shaun S. Groden's term as County Administrator, to expire on 
December 31st, 2026; and 
     WHEREAS, Shaun S. Groden is hereby requesting an extension to said term, which will now 
expire April 1, 2028; 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Greene County Legislature hereby 
approves an extension to Shaun S. Groden’s current term, which will now expire April 1, 2028. 
 
Meeting History: 
07/13/26 Government Operations 
07/15/26 Greene County Legislature  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
None 
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